1st

4th Sunday of Lent, 22nd March
Peter 3:1-12 ‘Confident in relationships’

1 Peter: Confidence in a Complex World
Confidence in the world is grounded in the gospel and our
identity in Christ. The apostle Peter ignites imagination and
inspires hope for the possibilities of everyday life in a
complex world. This six-session study discovers Peter’s
trove of wisdom for everyday living. This is a letter that is
both exhilarating in its scope and intensely grounded in the
grittiness of real life. Like those who first received Peter’s
letter, you will be challenged to see your daily context
afresh and deeply encouraged to live confidently – Monday
to Sunday – wherever you are.
1st Peter 3:1-12
Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own
husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word,
they may be won over without words by the behavior of
their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your
lives. Your beauty should not come from outward adornment,
such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry
or fine clothes. Rather, it should be that of your inner self,
the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of
great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way the holy
women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn
themselves. They submitted themselves to their own
husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him
her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and
do not give way to fear.

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live
with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker
partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so
that nothing will hinder your prayers.
Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love
one another, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil
with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil
with blessing, because to this you were called so that you
may inherit a blessing. For,
“Whoever would love life
and see good days
must keep their tongue from evil
and their lips from deceitful speech.
They must turn from evil and do good;
they must seek peace and pursue it.
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous
and his ears are attentive to their prayer,
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

1. Can you think of a time when someone influenced you for
the better? What was it about them that made you
listen?
2. Imagine you were a Christian woman in Peter’s day, and
your husband was pagan. What challenges would that
pose?
3. What attitudes and actions does Peter ask them to
embrace?
4. In verse 7, what does he ask of husbands?
5. How do these virtues foster good relationships?
6. Why does God use people who lack social status, and
what does that tell us about God?
7. How can we have confidence when feel we’re in a position
of social weakness?
8. Why do some (non Christian) people struggle if a close
friend is a Christian?
9. Is there a particular relationship on your ‘frontline’
which is a challenge?
10. How does Peter’s call to live in Christ-like
relationships challenge or encourage you?
Adam’s Story

Prayer:
1. Thank God that he is able to use you to point other
people to himself
2. Think of one ‘virtue’ that you’d like to grow in
3. Pray for someone close to you who doesn’t know Jesus

